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Vancouver, Monday, September 22, 2008

NEWS RELEASE - For Immediate Release

Community Energy Association Hires Patricia Bell as Senior Community Energy Planner

The Community Energy Association (CEA) is pleased to announce the appointment of Patricia Bell as Senior Community Energy Planner.  Pat Bell will commence work with the organization mid-October 2008.  The Community Energy Association is a collaboration of the Union of BC Municipalities, the Province, the Planning Institute of BC, transit providers and energy utilities.  The organization assists BC local governments to promote energy efficiency and renewable energy through community energy planning and project implementation.

Pat Bell is a planning professional, with over fifteen years experience in regional, urban and environmental planning, with an emphasis on sustainable development.  She has been a planner for the City of Saskatoon, MetroVancouver, District of Pitt Meadows and most recently, the City of Coquitlam.    She has been involved with research on district energy systems, community and regional planning, air quality planning, resource conservation, urban revitalization and agriculture, and recently participated in two feasibility studies for district energy systems in Coquitlam; one related to a planned village in the Northeast Sector and another pertaining to a privately-initiated sustainable neighbourhood along the Fraser River.

"Pat’s ability to communicate with elected officials and staff about opportunities for energy-efficient community design and renewable energy will be a valuable asset in helping our association deliver new outreach programs to local governments," said Dan Rogers, CEA Chair. "On behalf of the Board, I pass on my congratulations, Pat -- welcome to the CEA team!"  

Pat Bell replaces Michael Wilson, who has served as CEA Senior Energy Planner for the past three years.  Michael Wilson has supported over 50 local governments in their efforts toward energy efficiency and climate action.  “Michael has done an outstanding job with CEA, and has been much appreciated by countless agencies and local governments.  We wish him the very best in his new consulting ventures,” said Rogers.  

Pat Bell joins CEA staff Dale Littlejohn, Manager of Community Outreach and Strategy and Laura Porcher, Executive Director, in helping BC local governments meet provincial climate objectives over the next few years. 
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